
 

23 March 2020 Covid-19 Update  

Dear Parents, Caregivers and Whānau 

Announcement from the Prime Minister  

We are at Alert Level 3 nationwide.  

After 48 hours, the time required to ensure essential services are in place, we will move to Level 4. 

Supermarkets, doctors, pharmacies, service stations, access to essential banking services will all be             
available throughout New Zealand at every alert level. If you do not have immediate needs, do not go                  
to the supermarket. It will be there for you today, tomorrow, and the day after that. We must give time                    
for supermarkets to restock their shelves, there will be enough for everyone if we shop normally. 

In the meantime, we will be working through practices like those used overseas to make sure that                 
social distancing is maintained at supermarkets when people are undertaking essential shops. 

Non-essential businesses in New Zealand must now close. All bars, restaurants, cafes, gyms,             
cinemas, pools, museums, libraries, playgrounds and any other place where the public congregate             
must close their face to face function. 

Over the next 48 hours as we move to Level 4, takeaway services must move to close their operations. 

All indoor and outdoor events cannot proceed. 

In short: we are all now preparing to go into self isolation as a nation. Just as you’ve seen with other                      
countries. 

Schools will be closed from tomorrow, except to the children of essential workers such as our doctors,                 
nurses, ambulance drivers and police – this will give them time to plan. This will be temporary, and                  
schools will close entirely from midnight Wednesday. 

The school term break will be brought forward. For the remainder of this week and through the term                  
break schools will establish ways to deliver teaching online and remotely. All students across the               
country are currently being given information on this decision for their parents, including the list of                
who is considered an essential service. This will be communicated directly to parents. 

 



  

To be absolutely clear we are now asking all New Zealanders who are outside essential services to                 
stay at home, and to stop all interactions with others outside of those in your household. 

Links from the Prime Minister’s announcement: 
● Unite Against Covid 19 
● Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern's full Covid-1 speech.html 

Message from Stratford Primary School: 
Parents who are essential workers: 
Please contact the school office if you are an essential worker. Children of essential workers can be dropped 
off at school on Tuesday and Wednesday. School will be closed after 3pm on Wednesday 25 March.  

Home Learning: 
The Teaching Team have started planning for online learning. The plan will also include how to accommodate                 
learning offline (not through the Internet). Tomorrow, the team will be meeting to talk through this plan. In the                   
meantime, please do not ring into school or contact teachers directly. This is a stressful time for everyone,                  
including the staff and their families. This plan will be communicated to parents via email, the school app,                  
Facebook and the school website once it has been completed in the near future. 
 
Kind regards 
Jason Elder 
Principal 
Stratford Primary School 
 

When is sick, sick? 
A diagram has been developed by Dr Siouxsie Wiles to assist you when considering symptoms (sent to us by a teacher 
who found it useful). What it tells us is: 

● A dry cough and a high temperature are common to both flu and COVID-19 
● Sneezing is not a symptom of COVID-19, however if someone has COVID-19, then sneezing can 

spread droplets containing the virus. 
 

 
 

https://www.facebook.com/UniteAgainstCovid19/
https://www.newshub.co.nz/home/politics/2020/03/coronavirus-prime-minister-jacinda-ardern-s-full-covid-19-speech

