
 

National Standards NAG2A(b) Commentary 
Reporting 
Schools that use The New Zealand Curriculum  for their students in years 1 to 
8 must use this template to report school-level data on National Standards. 
Important please note: Do not include any information in this template that will result in an 
individual student or their achievement being identified. In cases where a cohort is less than four 
students you should not specify ethnic groups or group breakdowns in order to prevent breaching 
the privacy of individuals.  

 Date:  20 January 2017  

  

School 
Name:  Stratford Primary School 

School 
Number:  2244 

 

NAG2A (b)(i) Areas of Strength 

National Standard area(s): Reading, Writing (Asian students and Girls only), Mathematics 
(Asian, Pasifika and Year 4-5 students only). 

Discussion:   
Reading has the greatest level of achievement at Stratford Primary School. 76% of all students               
achieved ‘at’ or ‘above’ National Standards. Asian (100%), Girls (81.7%), Pasifika (80%), and             
NZ European students (77.8%) performed the best in these results. 

Reading levels for each year level showed that students from Year 3 to Year 8 achieved above                 
the overall school reading achievement of 76%. Results illustrated that Year 8 students             
performed the best in reading. For example, 41.5% of students achieved ‘at’ National Standards              
and 49.1% achieved ‘above’ National Standards.  

Asian students and Girls had the highest achievement in writing. 90% of Asian students and               
76.8% of Girls were ‘at’ or ‘above’ National Standards when compared with the overall school               
result of 67%. When comparing year levels, Year 5 (77%), Year 7 (76.9%) and Year 8 (81.1%)                 
students were above the overall school result. For example, Year 8 students performed the best in                
writing with 37.7% of students achieved ‘at’ National Standards and 43.4% achieved ‘above’             
National Standards.  

Asian and Pasifika students had the greatest achievement in mathematics. 88.8% of Asian and              
100% of Pasifika students were ‘at’ or ‘above’ National Standards when compared with the              
overall school result of 69.6%. Year 4 and Year 5 students also performed better than the overall                 
school results. In Year 5, 75% of student were ‘at’ and ‘above’ National Standards, while in Year                 
4, 80% of student were ‘at’ and ‘above’ National Standards. 
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NAG2A (b)(i) Areas for Improvement 

National Standard area(s): Maori students, Boys (writing), Year 1-2 (reading), Year 2 (writing) and 
Year 2, 5, 6 and 7 (mathematics). 

Maori students performance was the lowest in reading, writing and mathematics. For example, in 
reading, National Standard results showed that 68.2% of Maori students were ‘at’ or ‘above’ 
compared with the overall school achievement of 76%. In writing, 55.3% of Maori students were 
‘at’ or ‘above’ compared with the overall school achievement of 67%. In mathematics, 61.2% of 
Maori students were ‘at’ or ‘above’ compared with the overall school achievement of 69.6%. 

Boys achievement in writing was also significantly below girls achievement. For example, Boys 
writing achievement illustrated that 42.8% were ‘at’ and 16% were ‘above’ National Standards 
compared with Girls who had 46.3% ‘at’ and 30.5% ‘above’ National Standards. 

Year 1 and 2 students reading was below the overall cohort. In Year 1, 41.9% were ‘at’ or 
‘above’, while in Year 2, 60% of students were ‘at’ or ‘above’.  

Year 2 students writing was also significantly below the school cohort. 35.6% were working ‘at’, 
while 8.9% were working ‘above’ National Standards. 

Year 2, Year 6, Year 7 and Year 8 achievement in mathematics was below the school cohort. For 
example, Year 2 students achievement was 60%, Year 6 =62.5%, Year 7= 56.4 and Year 8’s = 
64.1 % ‘at’ or ‘above’ National Standards. 

NAG2A (b)(ii) Basis for Identifying Areas for Improvement 

Discussion:  

The Board of Trustees conducted a review of student achievement over the last three years (2014 
to 2016). The aim of this review was to further understand student progress and trends for school 
improvement areas. 

An analysis of reading and writing data shows disparity exists where Maori learners are not 
making the same progress as NZ European students. Addressing this needs to be a priority in 
2017. Additionally, a greater focus needs to be placed on school systems supporting teachers to 
accelerate students progress when they are ‘below’ and ‘well below’ National Standards. For 
example, through targeted teaching and Individual Education Plans. This includes supporting 
those students who start school in the first three years. 

Reading: Overall results ‘at’ or ‘above’ National Standards have hovered between 75.2% and 
78% over the last three years. This is slightly below the National average. The current cohort’s 
performance has slightly declined from 79% in 2014 to 76.3 in 2016. In 2015, the number of 
students ‘above’ National Standards declined by 5%. 

● Boys reading has improved from 69% (2014) to 72.1% (2016). An analysis of data 
showed that 5% more students were ‘at’ or ‘above’. Boys reading is slightly below the 
2015 National average of 73.9%. 

Ministry of Education | National Standards NAG2A(b) Commentary Reporting 
 



 

● Girls reading is just below the 2015 National average of 82.4%. Data showed that in 
2015, student progress declined where the number of students above National Standards 
‘above’ declined by 10%. The number of students ‘below’ increased by 7%. 

● Maori students are achieving just above the 2015 National average of 68.8%, however 
their reading achievement has progressively declined since 2014. In 2015, Maori students 
‘below’ and ‘well below’ increased by 4% and 3% respectively. In 2016, less Maori 
students were well below (2.4%) compared with 2015. Disparity exists between Maori 
and New Zealand European students. Disparity has increased over the last three years. 
For example, in 2016 30.3% of Maori students were ‘below’ and ‘well below’ compared 
with 22.2% of NZ European students.  

Writing: Writing results have slightly declined over the last three years from 72% in 2014 to 
68.2% in 2016. In 2015, the number of students ‘at’ National Standards in writing declined by 
5% and the number of students ‘well below’ increased by 4%. Writing is just below the National 
2015 average of 70.5%.  

● Boys writing is 3.7% below the 2015 National average. In 2015, 5% of boys made 
accelerated progress by moving from ‘at’ to ‘above’ National Standards. However, this 
was countered by a 13% negative shift in students who moved to ‘below’ or ‘well below’. 
Girls writing is just below the 2015 National average by 1.6%. Girls are making normal 
progress with little evidence of accelerated progress.  

● Maori students writing is below the 2015 National average. Since 2014, Maori students 
writing has declined by 14%. For example, in 2015 8% of Maori students made 
accelerated progress to move to ‘above’. However, this was countered by 19% negative 
shift of students progress declining below expectations. Significant disparity exists 
between Maori students achievement in writing (57.3%) compared with NZ European 
students (71.2%). 

At the end of 2016, the Leadership Team reviewed National Standard mathematics data against 
schoolwide data. Evidence showed that teachers were basing their overall teacher judgements on 
summative assessment techniques rather than using different forms of formative assessment that 
illustrate what students can do on a daily basis.  

NAG2A (b)(iii) Planned Actions for Lifting Achievement 

Discussion:  Listed below are the intended actions for lifting achievement at Stratford Primary 
School.  

(Aim 1) To embed the ‘Spiral of Inquiry’ process through Mathematics (ALIM Year 2), 
which raises mathematics achievement for students. 

a. External consultants will continue to be employed across the Stratford (NITS) and 
Inglewood (SICOL) self developed community of learning. This will include leadership, 
mathematics and spiral of inquiry experts who will support the collaborative growth of 
teachers. 

b. The Leadership Team will redesign the long term planning cycle so teams have greater 
flexibility in choosing strands that engage learners.  
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c. Teams will be provided a monitoring tool that will support school wide formative 
assessment that sits within the OTJ assessment process. 

d. Evidence: Individual teachers will show evidence of their learning through their sites or 
blogs. They will follow the ‘Spiral of Inquiry’ process that will be linked to the practicing 
teacher criteria. 

e. Evidence: Teams will work towards reducing the disparity between ethnic groups as they 
effectively plan, teach, assess and monitor student progress. Teams will evaluate whether 
there is disparity between groups accelerated learning progress. 

(Aim 2) To evaluate the impact of teaching, learning and assessment in the first two years 
of a child’s schooling at SPS, with the aim of raising achievement. 
Actions: Evaluative questions framework developed to review the impact of teaching and 
learning in the Year 1-3. Considering the six domains of influence (ERO evaluation process); 
where do we need to focus our evaluation? Do we need to ensure a ‘Cultural Lens’ has a priority 
to reduce disparity for ethnic groups at risk of not achieving? What do we need to know and 
how? What further information do we need? How might we find out? What questions do we need 
to answer/focus on?  

(Aim 3) i. To understand why disparity exists between ethnic groups. ii. To explore a future 
focused way of teaching that is based around the concept of tuakana-teina relationships 
between learners. iii. To reduce the achievement gap between ethnic groups. 

1. Term 1 Class Treaty...What: To demonstrate commitment to bicultural partnership 
within the Stratford Primary School culture by practicing and including tikanga Māori 
and  te reo Māori me ngā tikanga-a-iwi. How: At the beginning of the year, each class 
will develop a class treaty based around the AIM High values. Students will learn what 
happens when people break a treaty, which will link to the Treaty of Waitangi. Students 
will also learn the importance of accepting others from different backgrounds as they 
learn their mihi, which will be displayed in the classroom with the class treaty. Outcome: 
The class treaty will reinforce the day to day AIM High values. New students who come 
into Stratford Primary School will be supported by other students to develop their class 
treaty (tuakana-teina). 

2. Review of Te Reo Maori and Tikanga Maori programme: Maori Inquiry Team 
established. Raising Maori Achievement Plan developed, including learning targets.  

3. Staff Professional Development: Raising staff awareness about why disparity exists 
between Maori and Pakeha; Raising staff cultural competency to better support Maori 
learners.  

4. Taking risks around a Future Focused way of teaching through tuakana-teina 
relationships: The tuakana–teina relationship, an integral part of traditional Māori 
society, provides a model for buddy systems. An older or more expert tuakana (brother, 
sister or cousin) helps and guides a younger or less expert teina (originally a younger 
sibling or cousin of the same gender). In a learning environment that recognises the value 
of ako, the tuakana–teina roles may be reversed at any time. For example, the student 
who yesterday was the expert on te wā and explained the lunar calendar may need to 
learn from her classmate today about how manaakitanga (hospitality) is practised by the 
local hapū. 
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NAG2A (b) (iv) Progress Statement 

Discussion:  The Board of Trustees reviewed the current student cohort with previous 
achievement in reading, writing and mathematics for 2015. Results are based on students 
achieving ‘at’ or ‘above’ National Standards. 

● Overall results showed minimal movement from 2015 to 2016 in reading (77% → 
76.3%) and writing (69% → 68.2%), while mathematics progress slightly declined from 
72.2% to 70.6%. 

● Boys reading (77% → 76.3%) and writing (61% → 60.2%) had minimal movement, 
while mathematics slightly declined from 71% to 69.6%. Girls reading slightly improved 
from 80% to 81.4%, while there was minimal movement in writing (78% → 77.8%). In 
mathematics, Girls progress declined from 77% in  2015 to 71.9% in 2016. 

● Maori students achievement in reading slightly declined from 71% to 69.6%. In writing, 
Maori achievement declined from 62% to 57.3%. Maori achievement significantly 
declined in mathematics between 2015 and 2016, where it moved from 79% → 61%.  
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